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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT
Greetings to all.

This month will be a very busy month on the Club calendar
with our Annual dinner and prize giving, the National
Conference, a very important Club meeting to discuss the
renovation of the Clubhouse, the start of the Hunter Training
course along with a party hunt.
There is a lot of work going on behind the scene to make
sure that all these events run smoothly. I would like to
thank the dedicated team of committee volunteers that work
tirelessly to achieve this.
The AGM is coming up in August so this is your
opportunity to put your hand up and volunteer for a position
on the committee albeit as just a general committee position.
It is not difficult if you have a spare bit of time and we need
fresh faces on the committee if we want to continue to grow
and move forward as a Club. You could just even volunteer to
organise say 1 Party Hunt per year.
The turnout to the Antler Horn and Tusk measure night
was fairly poor and a big disappointment as it is the pinnacle
of the hunting year where all can bring their trophies along to
have them measured. Even if you are not a trophy hunter it is
a great opportunity to see the collection of different animals
that are actively hunted by our members throughout New
Zealand.
As I mentioned before in the Report this coming Club
Night is a very important one with the presentation of the
pricing to the members for the replacement of the Clubhouse
roof along with the repair and recladding of the East Wall. All
the facts and figures will be tabled and the Clubs approval will
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be sort to continue with the work. It is a substantial amount
that we will need to spend but this work needs to be done so
that we can protect our biggest asset and continue to safely
use the clubrooms.
Finally the Annual dinner and Prize Giving was held on
Saturday & was a huge success with great company, food and
wine! To all those that won prizes CONGRATULATIONS!
You certainly made the most of the years hunting.
See you at the next meeting
Dave Nicol
Club President.
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JULY
CLUB
NIGHT
TUESDAY
10TH 7-10 PM

GO IN THE DRAW TO
WIN A LTL ACORN 12
MEGA PIXEL TRAIL CAM
RAFFLE DRAWN AT THE
END OF THE NIGHT

WITH DOOR
PRIZE

A HUNTER IN
PARADISE BY
ZEFF VERONESE
KINDLY DONATED BY
JAMES McKENZIE

KIT-UP
NZDA AUCKLAND BRANDED MERCHANDISE
AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE AT CLUB NIGHTS
GREAT COLOURS, HARD WEARING & DURABLE

TEES $10 - POLOS $31
FLEECE TOPS $45
& VESTS $39 - SEE ANDY
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NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH ANNUAL

PHOTOGRAPHY
WINNERS
MIKE MORSE

CALLUM SHERIDAN
OVERALL WINNER
BRIAN WITTON

DYLAN JOHNS

CALLUM SHERIDAN

DYLAN JOHNS KEITH MILNE

GARTH JOHNSON
MIKE MORSE
BRIAN WITTON

LACHIE CAMPBELL

LACHIE CAMPBELL

MIKE MORSE
CALLUM SHERIDAN
MIKE MORSE

CALLUM SHERIDAN

BRIAN WITTON

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WINNERS & ENTIRES
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NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH ANNUAL

AHT 2018
WINNERS
BOB HAYES CUP

- Best Head of any Species
MIKE MORSE 1ST
FALLOW 236 4/8
PETER MARGISON 2ND
FALLOW 220 3/8
RICHARD BERGER 3RD
FALLOW 204 3/8

TISDALL CUP

- Best Red Head
CALLUM SHERIDAN 1ST 262 2/8
GARTH JOHNSON 2ND 183 3/8
LACHIE CAMPBELL 3RD 121 7/8

CAC CUP

- Best North Island Red Head
CALLUM SHERIDAN 1ST
LACHIE CAMPBELL 2ND

DARRELL WONG

- Bush Hunters Trophy Best South
Island Red Head
GARTH JOHNSON 1ST

BOYD MEYER
MEMORIAL TROPHY

- Most Symmetrical Red Head
CALLUM SHERIDAN 1ST

SPORTWAYS SHIELD

- Best Fallow Head
MIKE MORSE 1ST 236 4/8
PETER MARGISON 2ND 220 3/8
RICHARD BERGER 3RD 204 3/8

BURNS BRASSEL TROPHY

G.MAY TROPHY

GLEN MC GREGOR CUP

AUCKLAND BRANCH
TROPHY - Best Head of Any

- Best Sika Head
RICHARD BERGER 1ST 149 6/8
CALLUM SHERIDAN 2ND 137 3/8
BRENT NEVILLE 3RD 68 5/8

- Best Deer Skin
BRIAN WITTON 1ST
RICHARD BERGER 2ND

- Best Thar Head
DAVID NICOL 1ST 35 2/8
CALLUM SHERIDAN 2ND 0

Species Taken by a Lady Member
BRENNA BERGER 1ST
FALLOW 175

GARY PAYKEL TROPHY

TOP GUN TROPHY

- Best Chamois
DAVID NICOL 1ST 23
DAVID NICOL 2ND 22 6/8
CALLUM SHERIDAN 3RD 20

D.WELCH TROPHY

- Best Head of any Species taken on
Branch Party Hunt
FAIZ SALIM 1ST RUSA 124 1/8

- Best Heads of any 2 Different Species
RICHARD BERGER 1ST
SIKA & FALLOW

A.GREGORY TROPHY

- Best Head of Any Species Taken
by a Hunter aged 16-21yrs
BRENNA BERGER 1ST

BRANCH TROPHY

J.DILLION SHIELD

- Provider of the Most Game Meat
for Branch Function
RICHARD BERGER 1ST

- Roaring Competition
BRENT PANCKHURST 1ST
BRYCE RACKLEY 2ND
BRIAN WITTON 3RD

FRANK BRYCKO
MEMMORIAL TROPHY

SPECTRUM TROPHY

- Hunter/Range Shooting: Highest
Aggregate Score
RICHARD BERGER 1ST
BRENT NEVILLE 2ND
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- Junior Roaring Competition
BROOKE PANCKHURST 1ST
BLAKE MADDOX 2ND
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NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH ANNUAL

AHT 2018
ENTRIES
MEMBER
DAVID NICOL
DAVID NICOL
CALLUM SHERIDAN
CALLUM SHERIDAN
PETE MARGISON
MIKE MORSE
RICHARD BERGER
BRENNA BERGER
RICHARD BERGER
RICHARD BERGER
RICHARD BERGER
PHIL MADDOX
PHIL MADDOX
EUAN WILLIAMSON
RICKY RUSH
CALLUM SHERIDAN
GARTH JOHNSON
LACHIE CAMPBELL
FAIZ SALIM
CALLUM SHERIDAN
RICHARD BERGER
BRENT NEVILLE
DAVID NICOL
CALLUM SHERIDAN

SPECIES
CHAMOIS
CHAMOIS
CHAMOIS
CHAMOIS
FALLOW
FALLOW
FALLOW
FALLOW
FALLOW
FALLOW
FALLOW
FALLOW
FALLOW
FALLOW
FALLOW
RED
RED
RED
RUSA
SIKA
SIKA
SIKA
TAHR
TAHR

DOUGLAS SCORE
23
22 6/8
20
19 2/8
220 3/8
236 4/8
186 5/8
175
204 3/8
125 2/8
127 7/8
109 7/8
182 3/8
262 2/8
183 3/8
121 7/8
124 1/8
137 3/8
149 6/8
68 5/8
CALLUM AWA RDS- Junior
Roaring Competition WINNERS
35 2/8
- BROOKE PANCKHURS T 1ST &
BLAK E MADDOX 2ND
-
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A SPECTACULAR DISPLAY OF A
YEARS WORK OUT IN THE FIELD
NICE WORK TO ALL

THE BUSH TELEGRAPH JULY 2018 6

HUNT STORY

NEW BLOOD
CALLUM SHERIDAN

It was that time of year again, getting cold and dark, I was
on duty as per the previous years to organise the Galatea
road end party hunt.
We had the usual keen few guys and a couple of new
hunters who had not been on this hunt before and one who
had not been hunting before!
At the May club night I met Matt, a new member that
had joined that evening, a very enthusiastic bloke who
was keen to get into the bush and see what all the rave
was about, after a conversation about general hunting etc
I mentioned the up coming hunt to Galatea and said if he
would like to see what it was all about this was the place to
start, no better time than the present right? Although it is
probably the steepest country in the north island I figured
his enthusiasm would get him through. .
We exchanged contact details and went from there, in
the following weeks I had various contact from members
interested and narrowed it down to the final few, during
this time I had some correspondence from Matt, What
blaze camo should I wear? What sort of pack? What food
should I take etc etc. . Once we had figured it all out we
were all set!
On the Friday afternoon we all travelled down separately
due to work commitments, Luckily I managed to beat the
Auckland traffic, After a 4 hour drive making relatively
good time I arrived at Troutbeck Road, from here it was
a slow drive, It is hard to concentrate as you pass all that
country with endless possibility occasionally stopping to
squint at various slips and guts in the dying light.
Pulling into the farmers drive I stopped to let him know
I was there and continued up to the cabin at the back of the
property, as far as cost effective hunting accommodation
goes this was/is by far the best I have stayed in, a generous
6 bunk hut with kitchen, hot shower and fireplace with a
covered veranda with plenty of space.
As I arrived I was greeted by Liam, who was in a cheery
mood and keen to get into the hills, while we waited for
the others we went over the map which I had marked out
into blocks so to keep everyone’s hunting areas separate, as
everyone arrived crucial decisions were made banter was
had and we were all excited for the coming day.
The next day (5am) myself, Matt and Faiz headed south,
Faiz Was going to check out a spot he was successful at the
year before and I had an idea of where to take Matt where I
had seen a few deer previously.
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We parked up and made our way to the bush edge,
we could just make out the gloomy black slopes in the
moonlight, as we entered the bush it was time for head
lights, I had planned to head straight up, along a ridge and
into a saddle then down a spur with a good vantage point
which overlooked scattered bush, as we gained elevation
and a bit of pace, Matt was throwing off the layers and we
where soon puffing and had a good sweat worked up.
In the dark as we moved up the hill we spooked a couple
of animals from their beds, moving through I pointed out
where they had been bedded down, droppings and tracks;
to a sweating and out of breath Matt.
Shortly after I came up over a small spur just as the light
was filtering through the thick canopy and was confronted
by a hind only 10 meters in front which quickly Ghosted
without a sound, As we neared the top we sat down for a
breather and to discuss our next moves, the ridge was
slightly inclining and fairly clear so I was to go ahead and
we would move slowly thorough for an hour or so.
After an hour of slow stalking we had arrived at the point
where we would drop down to our glassing point, I was
very familiar with this ridge and from previous trips knew
it held a good Rusa stag, creeping down we came across the
same sign I was ever so familiar with beaten up shrubs fresh
clumped droppings, big hoof prints with rounded ends all
the tell tail signs of a mature Rusa stag. .
Making our way down I heard a crack slightly behind
me, then another and it got faster coming towards me as I
turned I saw a rock had been dislodged by my companion
as I stepped out of the way it flew down the hill, crunch,
crack, crunch. . crunch, crack, crunch. . . it kept going and
going, there was our stealth mission out the window!
Matt was very apologetic not knowing how I would react,
all I could do was find it amusing, these things happen! We
carried on down to our glassing pad sat down and had a bite
to eat while looking over the scattered bush and numerous
small clearings, the deal was if there was a respectable stag
sighted I would have a go but I wasn’t holding much hope as
these buggers are pretty elusive.
After 10 or so minutes of glassing I had spotted 3 hinds
the closest being 200 meters and the furthest 450 meters,
before letting on I had seen some deer I looked over at the
enthusiastic Hungarian to my right peering through his
binoculars and whispered have you seen anything? “not
yet” was the reply. I then gave him a brief run down on
the gun and how to load it etc, from earlier conversations
I knew he was familiar with guns through spending some
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compulsory time in the military in Hungary.
Once we had gone through the motions of how to load
the gun a shooting positions etc, I proceeded to point out
the closest deer, it took 30 seconds or so but eventually Matt
had eyes on the deer, after a couple of minutes of watching
the animal which was sitting down in a sunny patch, I ask
“so do you want to shoot it”? The grin that spread across his
face said it all!
We set our day bags up on top of each other as a rest, I
ranged the deer at 200m which was perfect as the gun is
bang on at 175m, retracted the bolt over a loaded magazine
and handed it over to Matt with the final statement “aim
bang on centre right behind the shoulder blade”. . .
I sat back and watched through the binoculars, and then
after a minute or so - BOOM!
As the shot took so long I got a bit of a fright and lost
sight of the deer, I then looked back to the spot it had been
sitting, Nothing. .
As we exchanged a confused look I glanced back over
to see the deer roll out from behind a patch of scrub and
back to where it had been sitting a couple of kicks and it
was stone dead!
I congratulated Matt accordingly on his first deer and
his excitement was great to see!
We had a bite to eat to get the energy levels up and started
to sidle around and up onto the spur to claim our quarry.
On inspection of the deer, the shot was bang on the
money, thanks to Matts steady hand and the .308 kimber
NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING

84M with shortened barrel and DPT suppressor, we used
165G Federal fusion factory ammo, which always works a
treat!
After a few pointers on how to gut the animal, it was
made into a back pack (for matt) as he looked sideways at
me asking “do I carry the whole thing?” “ Yea of course”
was the answer and we were on our way out!
I took the two day bags and the gun while Matt wrestled
with the deer through the thick scrub, the idea was to
follow the creek down to the main river. First mistake. At
the time there was not much thought, but I should have
known, when has it ever ended well following a creek out in
the Galatea foot hills. Never.
Not long after starting our decent we reached a waterfall
(the first of many) with a worried look on his face Matt said
“what now” of course the response was “she”ll be right “and
we will just climb down.
The decision was made to roll the deer off (I did have
a vague thought of a previous trip where a club member
had done the same thing in the same area and the deer
was never to be seen again! But that is a story for another
day, isn’t it Mike) However off it went, we clambered down
hanging on by the skin of our teeth picked the deer up and
repeated the process several times.
When we finally reached the Horomunga river we had
been heading down hill for approximately 4.5 hours. It was
a welcome feeling to be standing on a flat river bank, we
sat down for 5 or 10 minutes and took in the towering hills
above us. For the next 1.5 hours We made our way down the
clearly marked track back to the ute,
THE BUSH TELEGRAPH JULY 2018 8

After a 6 hour carry there was just one small complaint
10 minutes from the truck, but I will give him credit that
was a serious carry! With the animal approximately 60kg
We made it back in the nick of time without head lamps
and returned to the hut for a couple of cold ones and to
recap the days efforts.
The next morning myself and Faiz headed south again,
to an area I had been the year before and seen good sign
and spooked a good stag, we made our way through the
thick scrub to a nice area of big open native which spanned
both sides of a river, we spent about 4 hours sneaking slowly
through about 50 meters apart just, so we could see each
other’s blaze.
We crossed the river and carried on as we got a couple of
hundred meters into the bush the ground started to get a bit
noisy so the decision was made to push up high to see if we
could find a glassing point for an hour or so, no more than
two minutes after we started striding through the bush I
caught a shape stand up quickly the pepperwood, I stopped
immediately, it was a Rusa stag!
We had disturbed it from its afternoon nap, I just caught
a glimpse of the top of an antler as it stood up and was
covered by a large tree,
I wrestled with the bolt trying to chamber a round for
which seemed like an eternity, I must have got some sand in
it when we sat down for lunch in the river bed. As I slowly
stretched out and peered around the large tree, there was a
wide-eyed stag with its head pined back which within less
than a second was gone without a sound, not giving me a
chance to get a bead on it.
Bugger. . it wasn’t the first time and wont be the last time
I’m sure, but that's hunting!
For the remainder of the day we did a bit of recon
eventually getting bluffed so turned around and headed
back to the hut for a beer.
On arrival to the hut there where some magnificent
smells wafting across the paddocks, Matt had prepared
venison and venison liver, I’m not usually a fan of liver but
this was good, Matts secret recipe!
We recounted our day to our hunting companions and
packed ready to leave the next day.
All in all a good weekend and awesome to see matt
knock over his first deer, As well as carry it out of some of
the hardest country in the north island!.

CONGRATULATIONS
CALLUM YOU’VE WON
A $25 VOUCHER

COURTESY OF OUR SPONSOR
WESTGATE HUNTING & FISHING
COLLECT YOUR PRIZE AT NEXT CLUB NIGHT

If you’ve got a story to tell, send it in with some photos to:
bt@deerstalkers.co.nz & go in the draw to WIN!
NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING
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ES McKENZIE
CONGR ATULATIONS JAM
NEX T CLUB NIGHT
AT
ZE
PRI
R
YOU
T
LEC
COL

ICE ICE BABY

CLUB
GALLERY
SEND IN YOUR FAV
HUNT PIC WITH A
BRIEF CAPTION & GO
IN THE DRAW TO WIN
A $25 H&F VOUCHER

AIM SMALL MISS
SMALL, OH & DONT
SCOPE YO'SELF

WINTER IS COMING...
WHITE WALKERS ROSS & JJ

CONGRATS TO LEE YOUNG &
TREVOR MARSHALL BO
WINNERS AT JUNE CLUB NITH
GHT

RED SKY AT NIGHT
HUNTERS DELIGHT

NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING

THE BUSH TELEGRAPH JULY 2018 10

OUT ON A LIMB
IN TAHR COUNTRY

HUNT STORY

A SWEET
TAHR
HUNT
JAMES MCKENZIE

Four months ago, I mentioned to Ross and Justin that I
am keen to Tahr hunt in winter. They were instantly keen to
come along. I had hunted around Mesopotamia station in
summer, but winter was a completely different kettle of fish.
I called up my uncle Craig and set a rough date for June,
when it’s not “too cold”. He made a couple of calls and we
had a party. Craig, Mark, Codrut, India, James, Ross and
JJ. A million emails, WhatsApp messages, texts, pxts and
google spreadsheets later we were ready to go.
Saturday 23 Up at 5:30am. My girlfriend Trina
volunteered to drop JJ and me at the airport. Come wake up
time I could tell she was re-thinking the favour. As we get
down to the car park we realised that we had to move our
flat mate’s car. I jumped into the front seat and turned the
ignition. Nothing. I tried again. Nothing. While I started to
freak out Trina tells me to chuck it in gear and she hopped
out and started to push. What a keeper.
After rendezvousing with Ross at the check in we were off
to Christchurch. Mark, being the most organised member
of our party, picked us up in the airport.

game animal in NZ, and now they had a full bodied 11ish
inch Tahr to put into the trophy room.
We sorted out the days we are going to fly up into the
hills, say good bye, then carry on into the mountains.
Foot note: the first blood was taken this night. Cod’s
dogs lead JJ to a wild cat, which Cod dispatched with his 12
gauge. We take pest control very seriously.
Second foot note: Ross was on dinner and cooked a
mean feed of King fish. Unfortunately, he also used every
pan in the hut - and there were a lot of pans.
Sunday 24 A storm was brewing. So, we made a huge feed
of bacon and eggs and talked shit for most of the morning.
Just after lunch we head out for a drive to see if there are any
“hut Tahr”. Our quick jaunt came to a halt as the track was
washed out. Mark and Craig conduct a 6000-point turn and
we head up to a stream just above Black Mountain. Cod,
India and I hop out and were keen to go for a wee walk. We
were the only ones.
ALMOST ENOUGH POTS
FOR ONE DINNER

Truck (and trailer) loaded and we were on our way to
Ash-Vegas. Prior to the hunt I got everybody to populate
a Google spreadsheet with all the food we needed for the
week. I used Countdowns ‘Click and Collect’ service the
night before and completed the quickest supermarket trip
ever recorded on a hunt. Lastly, we caught up with Cod and
India and their two dogs at the Mt Peel general store.
On the way to the hut we drive past Malcolm (our
pilot and the owner of Mesopotamia station) washing out
the cargo hold of the chopper. His last clients (a couple of
Texans) just came back from a successful day hunt with
their kiwi guide. They had a package to shoot every major
NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING
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LEF T TO RIGHT: JJ, CR AIG
JAMES HEADING UP RIV &
ER

To give you context Cod and India are very fit
people, and I end up following them up a scree slope
just to find out “what’s on the next ridge”. In the
end I pulled the pin due to the weather and made
them come back. On the way down Hera (the dog)
injured her feet on the sharp scree and wouldn’t go
any further. So, India made a little doggy back pack
and carried her down. Oh, and did I mention India
had walked up this scree in red band gum boots?
Champion.
We return tired and excited for the next day. The
country is beautiful, and we are sure the Tahr are
just around the corner.
Monday 25 Snow, snow and more snow.
Overnight the front we anticipated hit, and it
hit hard. Luckily it tapered off and we woke to 3
inches of snow.
We had breakfast and set out our plan of attack. India
would take the dogs for a walk up to the growler, Mark and
Ross would go in the opposite direction. Cod, Craig, JJ and I
would walk up the stream to see what we could find. Before
India hit the road, she fashioned the dogs some booties with
my sewing kit and some feed bags (as they were pretty foot
sore from the previous day).
We drive up to the stream mouth and leave the truck. As
we walk up we can see all the fresh tracks in the snow; Hare,
Tahr and maybe deer - It’s a good start. The downside is
that due to the snow we could not see the path. This became
a real problem when we hit the forest. Due to the snow
all the trees covered our path. What should have been an
hour walk turned into 3 and we became increasingly cold
and frustrated. After a couple of words, chocolate bars and
gloves we forged a path right through to the other side.
Ten minutes out of the forest Craig talked us into a
cheeky bet: $1 to the first person who spots a Tahr. This

must have been rigged as he quickly informed us that we
all owe him a dollar. On the true right side of the stream
we spot a bull chasing down a nanny towards us. At this
stage 300 meters away. They end up in a little gut just out
of view. Craig announces that JJ gets the first shot and that
they need to creep up-stream to investigate the gut. I get
nominated to wait behind, just encase the animals run back
around. While the team walks up I find a little posy to set
myself up. I clean out my scope and binos, lay my pack on
my knees, have a feed and contemplate whether I could
whip together a quick martini. I had a lot of time.
As I am sitting there I look over to the team. Bang! First
shot was taken by Cod. Missed. Then JJ lets rip with the
.280AI. Missed again. Finally, one more shot was taken by
Cod and he downs the Nanny, all the while JJ is looking at
his gun in disbelief. We later discovered that due to some
less than strategic packing of firewood, his gun had been
knocked. Resulting in his shots being 2 feet lower than he
expected.
A couple of moments later I see the bull running out of
the gut. At this stage I am as stable as the Auckland housing
market and ready to take a shot. He stops to peer down at
what I could only assume is the (dead) nanny. With my
team fully visible on my right, and nothing else around
the bull but snowy banks I put him in my sites, aim across
the neck anticipating a slight drop in my .308 SST round.

JAMES & CODRUT
Y
W HARVE Y & HIS NANN

NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING

CODRUT, CR AIG & JJ PAC
KING
OUT W FRESH TAHR
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RIVER BED &
VALLEY FROM TOPS

Boom! Poleaxed. He rolls gently down towards us.
We head over for the easiest retrieval of my life. Never
have I had an animal run towards us then roll closer to us
after shooting it. I cape out the bull while the team helps
with the butchery. Loaded up we very quickly head out to a
pre-warmed hut in record time.
Tuesday 26 Tuesday was our first trip up in the chopper.
We decided the night before that Mark, Ross and JJ would
go to the top of Black Mountain. Cod, India and myself
would get dropped up the stream. Malcom arrives to take
my team up first and the experience was amazing. While
the flight was only 5 minutes it got us right to the top of a
saddle and saved us a 5-hour hike.
We get dropped off in to middle of some hard headwinds. Within minutes everything, including the chambers
of the rifles, are full of snow. We huddle behind a boulder
and plan to head true left, to investigate the next valley.
After an hour of snow bashing we come to the valley to be
meet with 30 meters of visibility. Through pockets in the
wind India notices a small mob of Tahr in the ridge to our
true right. Distance is too far to shoot. Nevertheless, the
animals and the weather conditions cause us to rethink our
strategy and head back the way we came.

L TO R: JAMES, JJ, MARK,
ROSS,
CR AIG & INDIA W DOGS

Trenching though the snow we notice a couple of
animals, but they are too far to shoot. I stop to use the
mountain loo and let Cod and India go on ahead. This was
obviously the right time to take a break as I point out a bull
and nanny heading in our direction - 300 meters above.
India at this stage had not got a Tahr, so we get her ready
on the mountain side to take the shot. By this stage I was fine
being the passenger and let India and Cod do their thing.
Unfortunately, they were not successful, and the animals
lumbered off. We continue to head around (with Cod and
India waaay in the distance) and I notice a nanny above
me. I try to call out to the team, but they are too far away.
So, I line up, put the nanny in my sights and fire. Wham! I
just scoped myself. Feeling like a fool I look on to see my
nanny still motoring along. I line up again and down it with
a clean shot through the chest. Cod and India come back
and agree to go up the mountain. On their way up, they find
a blood trail and realise they must have wounded the bull
they were shooting on. So, after they roll my nanny down to
me they head off to stalk the bull.
After I skin and butcher the nanny I flick on my radio
to see how they got on. They did not recover the bull Tahr
but did shoot another nanny. After they left me they had in
fact walked into a whole mob of Tahr in the next gut over!
India later showed me a video of a Tahr that was just 10
meters away.

CODRUT TAKING HIS
WITH MARKS RUGER PRE TURN
CISION
RIFLE, 6.5 CREEDMOOR.

MARK & CR AIG RE
A PREVIOUS HUNT -ENACT
BACK
AT THE HUT

We came back down to be greeted by Craig who had the
truck ready at the opening of the stream. Back to another
warm hut and some crazy, death defying stories from the
other party - icey faces, deep guts and slippery slops to
name a few. My team had the easiest day by far, snow and
all.
Wednesday 27 Feeling fairly buggered we had a hut
day where we blasted through clays and shot Mark’s longdistance rifle, going up to 1136 meters.
NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING
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ROSS GLASSING
THE FACES

DESCENT TO RIVER BED
JJ DOING HIS BEST
IMPERSONATION
OF SIR ED

It was an awesome day and a much-needed break after
the huge ordeal in the mountains. We bid good bye to Cod
and India and prep’d for another flight.
Thursday 28 A quick, early morning feed is meet by an
early visit from our pilot, Malcom. We scramble to get our
gear ready and hop in the chopper. He is keen to show us
some amazing new terrain. However, I thought it would be
better to play it safe and go back to the same spot we were
at the day before.
Malcom drops us off and we spend the next 2 hours
glassing up our surroundings. Right before we made our
next move Ross has spotted a bull up on the ridge. We get
our gear ready then decide that the best strategy would be
to head directly up to the bull. But as we head up the hill
JJ calls out and asks us to stop. Suffering from a previous
knee injury, JJ who is usually fine was struggling something
fierce.
We walked through our options: 1) JJ heads back on his
own. 2) We all head out together. 3) I head back with JJ,
Ross hunts the bull and we meet back at the river. As the
weather was fine Ross was confident that he could get up to
the bull and back down on his own. We made our plans and
parted ways; Ross took the high road and we took the low.
A little while later JJ and I took a break. We have some
food I casually spot a small Tahr about 250 meters away.
I point him out to JJ who got instantly excited. However,
Ross had not fired a round at this stage and since he was
on the bigger animal we wanted to give him the best
chance possible. JJ took my .308 (as it was suppressed)
and headed down to the next ridge to see if there were any
more animals around. A couple of moments later JJ looks
back and gestures that he could smell something. The wind
turns, and I get smacked in the face with the full brunt of
the pong. There be a bull about. Five minutes in we hear
a bang. Ross has taken a shot. I started to count but did
not hear another round for several minutes. Two shots, we
hoped he got the trophy he wanted.
NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING

MARK " CR AMPONS & ICE
AXES ARE WORTH THE
WEIGHT IN GOLD OUT HER IR
E"

Considering that there was nothing to lose, and no more
animals could be seen JJ let loose with the .308 and downed
the Tahr (which had not moved an inch with the gun fire).
Poleaxed. He quickly surveyed the area to see if ole’ mate
“Big Billy the Bull Tahr” was spooked, but the hills were
empty. Or so we thought.
As we head up the hill to the shot animal another two
juvenile Tahr bust out from under the snow fern! Right
from under our feet! As we struggle to get both cameras
and guns ready they all get away. Five more steps and it
happens again! How many bloody Tahr are in these hills.
We butcher the juvenile tahr shot by JJ and continue our
way down the hill.
We hit the river and encounter a .270 round on top of a
crunchy packet. Ross has taken the mountain express (aka
the ridge line) and gotten out before us.
Later that night we find out that Ross took a couple of
shots at the Bull, ranging around 450 meters. Unfortunately,
he missed his quarry. The lesson here is that Tahr, unlike
deer, will not necessarily spook if they notice you at 400
meters. If you have the opportunity; creep as close as you
can, head down like an animal and only take a shot if they
spook and start to run. Ross was super keen to get back into
the mountains and I got a feeling we would be back here
again very soon.
Special thanks to everyone who made this hunt possible.
Craig for organising the hunt. Mark for taxiing everyone
around. JJ and Ross for being game enough to come down
South. Cod and India for joining us on this trip. And of
course, Malcom from Station Air for taking us up into the
hills. If anyone is interested in planning their own Tahr hunt
feel free to touch base with Station Air and book any of the
various DOC huts that can be found above Mesopotamia
station.
CONTACT STATION AIR, Mesopotamia Station, 4909 Rangitata
Gorge Rd, RD20 Peel Forest, 7990. Tel: +64 (0)3 696 3738, info@
mesopotamia.co.nz, www.mesopotamia.co.nz/station-air/
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Each month the club arranges hunts to different areas & you’re welcome to join!
If your new to the club & want to gain experience & confidence in the bush
this is certainly a great oportunity - for more info partyhunts@deerstalkers.co.nz

PARTY HUNTS

CALENDAR

2018

BLAZE ORANGE CLOTHING & HATS ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL CLUB ORGANISED HUNTS

JULY 28th-30th jj@deerstalkers.co.nz
Kaimanawas - Clements Rd fly Camp or Stay at sika lodge
which is $30 pp per night. Details to be confirmed.
AUGUST 24th-26th callums@deerstalkers.co.nz
Urewera Fly in from Heli resources just outside of
Murupara to various huts in Te Urewera, huts are ex
doc huts (cooker etc will be needed) some areas are fly
camping only with no hut. good numbers of Pigs, Rusa
Deer and Red deer. Cost $250 per person if there is 3 to
a chopper or $750 for the chopper Max 3 people per hut/
campsite this hunt allows for around 21 people max.

SEPTEMBER 2nd-3rd lachie@deerstalkers.co.nz
Kaimanawa/Kawekas - Fly in 4 people.
OCTOBER 20th-22nd jj@deerstalkers.co.nz
Galatea Rd end - Situated at the back of a farm at the base
of Galatea foot hills with a cabin avail on first in first
served basis $20 per night per person, Good numbers
of pigs, Rusa deer & Red deer in the area. The hills are
steep but you don’t have to go to far to find fresh sign,
a relatively good level of fitness would be an advantage.
More Details to follow.
NOVEMBER 23rd-26th dan@deerstalkers.co.nz
Spring Sika Hunt Fly-In ex. Heli Sika ... Details to be
confirmed.

If your interested to join in on a hunt, get in touch with the organiser - the earlier you do the better!

ALL PARTY HUNTS

START WITH

SAFETY

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET – DON’T SHOOT AT MOVEMENT OR SOUND
CHECK YOUR FIRING ZONE
UNLOAD YOUR FIREARMS BEFORE ENTERING CAMP
ALCOHOL & FIREARMS DO NOT MIX
DISCUSS YOUR HUNTING PLAN DAILY WITH OTHERS IN YOUR GROUP
MAP / COMPASS / GPS / BASIC BUSH CRAFT KNOWLEDGE, ARE ESSENTIAL ITEMS
NZDA RECOMMEND THAT ALL PARTICIPANTS WEAR BLAZE ORANGE WHEN HUNTING

NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING
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WIN
GO IN THE DRAW TO

A TIKKA T3X

COURTESY OF OUR SPONSOR BERETTA

SIMPLY COLLECT POINTS BY
ATTENDING THE RANGE,
WORKING BEES,
PARTY HUNTS & CLUB NIGHTS!

Every NZDA Auckland club member
is in with a chance to WIN*
WINNER DRAWN AT AGM - AUGUST 2018

PLEASE NOTE IF WINNER IS ABSECNT AT AGM - IT WILL BE RE-DRAWN

1 point - attending club night,
range visits & activities
2 points - official range comp,
range officer duty & measuring duties
3 points - working bees & party hunts

THE MORE POINTS YOU EARN
THE BETTER YOUR CHANCE TO WIN !
*TER MS & CONDITIONS APPLY, MUST BE R ECOR DED VIA WILD APPR ICOT,
MUST BE LICENCED, MUST ATTEND THE AGM TO R ECEIVE PR IZE.

NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING
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RANGE REPORT
AUCKLAND
BRANCH
BENCH REST
COMPETITION

The Auckland Branch has six trophys in this class. The classes
are, Unlimited, Heavy varmint, Light varmint, Sporter, Hunter, &
Group of the year.
Any branch member may enter. ALL YOU REQUIRE IS TO
HAVE AN ACCURATE RIFLE TO COMPETE. The winner of
each class is decided by obtaining the average of the three best
nominated groups in each class and these to be shot on separate
Benchrest days. A member may enter a nominated group in one or
all of the classes at any Benchrest load development day.
Entries must be shot during normal competition periods at the
range.
We only had two branch members who shot regularly throughout
the year for most of these trophys. It would be good to have a few
more shooters having a go.
There are nominated Benchrest days starting on 14th July
2018and finishing in May 2019 Should you be interested please
contact Arthur on 8461946.
Note: We have allocated a Sat. morning session for the
club benchrest shoot including load testing for the benchrest
competitors. If you intend to take on this offer we expect you to
shoot a card on the benchrest days regardless of the weather
conditions.
As times have changed a review of the criteria required to shoot
for the Auckland Branch Benchrest trophys has been undertaken
with the aim to get more shooters involved to compete for the six
trophys in this competition.
The trophys that are available are, Beggs Wiseman Cup for
Heayv Varmit class, Beggs Wiseman Cup for Light Varmit class,
Tisdall Cup, Norcross Cup, Sportco Cup, & the Sako group of the
year trophy.

3. Tisdall Cup. Hunter /Sporter type rifle. Lightweight barrel.
Scope power 9x maximum. Best group shot over three days with
one nominated group per day.
4. Norcross Cup. Varmit/Hunter/Sporter type rifle. Any barrel,
any scope. (Light or heavy bench rest rifles not eligable.) Best group
shot over three days with one nominated group per day.
5. Sportco Cup. Shot on the day by any centre fire rifle with any
scope & trigger. ( Light or heavy benchrest rifles not eligable.)
Shall be shot at a time nominated by the RO on the benchrest
day. All shooters to compete. Best group shot on any one day
throughout the year wins.
6. Sako Group of the Year. This is a ten shot group with any
rimfire rifle and scope. Best group shot on any nominated rimfire
benchrest shoot throughout the year wins.
Apart from the Sako trophy all the other groups are five shot.

RANGE
FEES

There appears to be some confusion regarding Range fees for our
range regarding members who bring their children to the range.
Listed below is our current fee structure.
1. Any current NZDA member from another branch fee is $10.00.
2. Current members of another shooting organization fee is $15.00.
3. A visitor who comes along with an Auckland NZDA senior
member range fee is $20.00. The Auck. member must be present
with the visitor when he or she signs in.
4. A visitor with no affiliation to any shooting club fee is $30.00.
5. Children who are under 16 & are not associated with the Auckland
NZDA are FREE.
6. Range cards to NZDA members from other branches are $40.00
7. Members of other shooting organizations, range cards are $60.00
8. No fee is charged for a visitor who does not want to shoot.

THE REVISED CRITERIA IS OUTLINED BELOW
1. Beggs Wiseman Cup. Heavy Varmit Benchrest rifle with scope
as per NZDA rules. Best group shot over three days with one
nominated group per day.
2. Beggs Wiseman Cup. Light Varmit Benchrest rifle with scope
as per NZDA rules. Best group shot over three days with one
nominated group per day.

NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING

The range cards sold to persons of other clubs are not valid for the
Auckland NZDA member only days.
Children of a senior Auckland branch member who are living at
home & who are under 18 years of age are entitled to shoot for free at
our range provided they are listed down as a family member & have
their own family membership card.
Once they turn 18 then they have a choice of becoming a member or
pay a range fee each time they visit the range.
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RANGE REPORT CONT.
INTERCLUB
UPCOMING
MILITARY
EVENTS
SHOOT 10TH
JUNE

We had a very quiet military shoot with just 5 shooters from
the Auck. branch & the Antique Arms attending. Calm & sunny
shooting conditions prevailed in the morning for the shoot. The
scores are as follows,
Name

Prone Sit

Kneel

Standing

Total

Leon Den Harder 35

32

29

13

109

Brock Thaggard

31

22

14

92

0

7

3

16

25

Carlin McDonald 6

We consider that these shoots are a social event where members
can have a go & enjoy themselves & don’t worry about the scores.
The final team scores for the event were,
Auckland NZDA 217 points, Antique Arms 144 points.

RIMFIREFIRE
ARGGREGATE SHOOT
10TH JUNE

We had good shooting conditions for this the 1st.rimfire aggregate
shoot for the shooting calendar with a small number of members
turning up.
The results are as follows.
Name

Prone Sit

Kneel

Standing

Total

Paul Allan

74

72

72

42

260

Harold Cox

72

70

67

43

252

Jim Allan

58

57

66

42

223

Liu Keqian

85

61

68

28

242

These rimfire aggregate shoots are now shot with out the aid of
slings, shooting jackets, gloves. If you are keen to do some four
positional shooting please come to our next shoot which is to be held
on the 22nd. July starting at 1.30pm.
NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING

2ND INTERBRANCH
SHOOT

Just a reminder that the 2nd. Interbranch shoot will be held on Sunday
8th July 2018 at the NZDA Auckland range. This is a 200m shoot x 4p.
Start time 9.30 am.

PRELIMINARY NOTICE

NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH

49TH
ANNUAL
PRIZE SHOOT
WHERE NZDA Auckland Branch Range, Weir Rd.,

Matariki Forest, Riverhead, Auckland.
SUNDAY, 9th September 2018
Registration 8.30am Shooting will begin at 9.30am
$25.00 Seniors. $10.00 Juniors. Open to ALL Shooters.
Any CENTRE FIRE Rifle. Graded Shoot for Seniors
Juniors [u16 on the day] are allowed to use Rimfire Rifles
ie 0.22LR, 0.22Mag, 0.17
The event is open to all shooters including juniors[u16 on the
day]. The format is 3p centrefire at 100m plus rapid at 25 m. [20 shots
plus sighters]

WHEN
TIME
FEES
CLASS

As with all prize shoots run by this branch this is a graded so as to
encourage the not so competitive shooter to have a go.
To make this day successful we require prizes for the shoot.If you
wish to donate a prize it will be greatly appreciated. Please remember
that it does not have to be shooting orientated.
Detailed information will be published in the August BT.
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RANGE CALENDAR
IMPORTANT

• PLEASE DO NOT TURN UP ON DAYS WHEN WE HAVE SPECIAL SHOOTS ON THE RANGE & EXPECT
TO DO A GENERAL PRACTICE SHOOT. YOU WILL BE TURNED AWAY
• MAKE SURE YOU READ THE PROGRAMME PROPERLY
• YOUR GATE ENTRY TIMES ARE EARLIER THAN THE RANGE STARTING TIMES
• RANGE CONTACT: ARTHUR 09 846 1946. EMAIL: RANGE@DEERSTALKERS.CO.NZ

GATE ENTRY TIMES: IN 8.45AM - 9.00AM
			
IN/OUT 12.45PM - 1.00PM

RANGE CONTACT:
ARTHUR PH. 846 1946.
E-MAIL : RANGE@DEERSTALKERS.CO.NZ

JULY 2018
DAY

SESSION

GATE ENTRY

EVENT

RANGE

Sun 1

AM

8:45 - 9:00

General Practice

100m, 25m

Sun 1

PM

12:45 - 1:00

General Practice

100m, 25m

Sat 7

AM

8:45 - 9:00

OMNI Pistol club shoot.

25m, 100m

Sat 7

PM

12:45 - 1:00

OMNI Pistol club shoot.

25m,100m

Sun 8

AM

8:45 - 9:00

2nd NZDA Interbranch social shoot, 200m CF x 4P x 5 shot per position. No general practice. 200m

Sun 8

PM

12:45 - 1:00

Service rifle, MSSA shoot.'A' & 'E' cat. No general practice.

100m

Sat 14

AM

8:45 - 9:00

Benchrest & load development practice shoot. NZDA Auck. members only.

100m

Sat 14

PM

12:45 - 1:00

200m Practice. NZDA Auck. members only.

200m

Sun 15

AM

8:45 - 9:00

General Practice

100m, 25m

Sun 15

PM

12:45 - 1:00

General Practice

100m, 25m

Sun 21

AM

8:45 - 9:00

Shotgun practice shoot only.

100m

Sat 21

PM

12:45 - 1:00

Service rifle, MSSA shoot.'A' & 'E' cat.

100m

Sun 22

AM

8:45 - 9:00

Range officers only shoot. Morning entry only. No general practice.

100m, 25m

Sun 22

PM

12:45 - 1:00

NZDA Auck. Branch Agg. Shoot, Rimfire x 4P x 10 shot per position. No general practice.

50m

Sat 28

AM

8:45 - 9:00

20Om Silhouette shoot. No general practice.

200m

Sun 29

AM

8:45 - 9:00

General Practice

100m, 25m

Sun 29

PM

12:45 - 1:00

General Practice

100m, 25m

EXIT

PUT PEN TO PAPER & WIN!
GET YOUR STORY PUBLISHED IN THE BT
& YOU COULD WIN A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION
TO A NZ HUNTING MAGAZINE OF YOUR CHOICE
IN NZDA AUCKLAND’S “BEST WRITTEN
CONTRIBUTION” ANNUAL COMPETITION.
KINDLY DONATED BY MIKE MORSE
NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING
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RANGE CALENDAR
IMPORTANT

• PLEASE DO NOT TURN UP ON DAYS WHEN WE HAVE SPECIAL SHOOTS ON THE RANGE & EXPECT
TO DO A GENERAL PRACTICE SHOOT. YOU WILL BE TURNED AWAY
• MAKE SURE YOU READ THE PROGRAMME PROPERLY
• YOUR GATE ENTRY TIMES ARE EARLIER THAN THE RANGE STARTING TIMES
• RANGE CONTACT: ARTHUR 09 846 1946. EMAIL: RANGE@DEERSTALKERS.CO.NZ

GATE ENTRY TIMES: IN 8.45AM - 9.00AM
			
IN/OUT 12.45PM - 1.00PM
AUGUST 2018

RANGE CONTACT:
ARTHUR PH. 846 1946.
E-MAIL : RANGE@DEERSTALKERS.CO.NZ

DAY

SESSION

GATE ENTRY

EVENT

RANGE

Sat 4

AM

8:45 - 9:00

OMNI Pistol club shoot.

25m, 100m

Sat 4

PM

12:45 - 1:00

OMNI Pistol club shoot.

25m,100m

Sun 12

AM

8:45 - 9:00

General Practice 100m, 25m

Sun 12

PM

12:45 - 1:00

General Practice 100m, 25m

Sat 18

AM

8:45 - 9:00

Shotgun morning practice shoot only.

100m

Sat 18

PM

12:45 - 1:00

Service rifle, Bolt action military rifles.

100m

Sat 18

AM

8:45 - 9:00

OMNI Pistol club shoot.

25m

Sat 18

PM

12:45 - 1:00

OMNI Pistol club shoot.

25m

Sun 19

AM

8:45 - 9:00

RANGE WORKING BEE. No general practice.

Sat 25

AM

8:45 - 9:00

Benchrest & load development practice shoot. NZDA Auck. members only.

100m

Sat 25

PM

12:45 - 1:00

200m Practice. NZDA Auck. members only.

200m

Sun 26

AM

8:45 - 9:00

General Practice

100m, 25m

Sun 26

PM

12:45 - 1:00

General Practice

100m, 25m

EXIT

SUNDAY
19TH AUGUST

RANGE WORKING BEE
HELP & GO IN THE
DRAW TO WIN A $100
H&F VOUCHER
NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING
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NZDA AUCKLAND
BRANCH SPONSORS

WIN A $25
VOUCHER

SIMPLY SHARE... FOR A CHANCE
TO WIN A VOUCHER THANKS TO
WESTGATE HUNTING & FISHING
We’ve all got a good yarn about the
one that got away, the trip from hell
or greatest hunt ever!
Share them with the club!
We’d love to hear your stories,
send it in with pics if you have em
to bt@deerstalkers.co.nz
if yours is chosen you WIN an H&F
voucher to gear up
for your next adventure!

Beretta berettanewzealand.com
Black Watch Reloading blackwatchreloading.co.nz
Barry Clarke Automotive barryclarkeauto.co.nz
Cameron Outodoors cameronoutdoors.co.nz
CJS Construction cjsconstruction.co.nz
David Neil and Associates davidneil.co.nz
Fit 4 Life Fitness Centre fit4lifefitness.co.nz
Hunting & Fishing Northshore & Westgate
huntingandfishing.co.nz
Justin Jones Creative justinjones.co.nz
Kilwell Sports kilwell.co.nz
Latitude Commodities Ltd latcom.co.nz
NZ Guns & Hunting Magazine
nzgunsandhunting.co.nz
NZ Ammunition Company nzammo.co.nz
NZ Hunter Magazine nzhunter.co.nz
Pinzon Marine pinzon.co.nz
Ridgeline Clothing outdoorsportsnz.com
Rod and Rifle Magazine rodandrifle.co.nz
Tasman Taxidermy tasmantaxidermy.co.nz
The Hunters Club facebook.com/huntersclubnz
Repco Henderson repco.co.nz
Reloaders Supplies reloaders.co.nz
Serious Shooters seriousshooters.co.nz
Steve’s Wholesale steveswholesalenz.com
Woodhill Fallow Deer Council fallowdeer.co.nz

NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH WEBSITE deerstalkers.co.nz

NZDA AUCKLAND
BRANCH CONTACTS:

president@deerstalkers.co.nz
secertary@deerstalkers.co.nz
treasurer@deerstalkers.co.nz
committee@deerstalkers.co.nz
range@deerstalkers.co.nz
party-hunts@deerstalkers.co.nz
bt@deerstalkers.co.nz

ADDRESS

7 Target Street, PO Box 44301,
Point Chevalier, Auckland 1246
MEETINGS

Branch meetings are held at
our Clubrooms, 7 Target Street,
Point Chevalier on the second
Tuesday of each month at
7.30pm
(except January).

facebook.com/deerstalkers/

IF YOU HAVE ANY CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR THE BUSH TELEGRAPH
PLEASE SEND THEM TO
BT@DEERSTALKERS.CO.NZ
The views expressed in this publication are those of the members and
individuals, not the club or NZDA organisation as a whole.
NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH: PROTECTING & PROMOTING HUNTING
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NZDA AUCKLAND BRANCH SPONSORS - CLICK LOGO TO LINK
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